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REMARKS 

Claims 1-9 are pending in the application. Claim 5 has been amended to overcome the 
35 USC 1 12 rejection, and not to overcome the prior art. No new matter has been added. 

The title was objected to because it was not descriptive. The title has been amended in 
accordance with the Examiner's suggestion. Applicant requests that this objection be withdrawn. 

Claim 5 was rejected under 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. Claim 5 has been amended to overcome this rejection in accordance with the Examiner's 
suggestion. Applicant requests that this rejection be withdrawn. 

Claims 1-9 were rejected under 35 USC .102(a) as being anticipated by Lau, "Digital 
color halftoning with generalized error diffusion and multichannel green-noise masks". This 
rejection is respectfully traversed. 

The publication date of the Lau article is May 2000. The foreign priority date claimed in 
this application is November 10, 1999, which is before the publication date of the cited reference. 
Applicant hereby submits a verified translation of the Japanese Application 1 1-319075 to perfect the 
claim for foreign priority. Applicant requests that this rejection be withdrawn. 

Claims 1-3 and 5-8 were rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sullivan, U.S. Patent 5,070,413, in combination with Shiau, U.S. Patent 5,880,857. This rejection is 
respectfully traversed. 

The Examiner admits that Sullivan fails to teach a noise overlay unit for superimposing 
noise on the input image, but asserts that Shiau teaches this feature. Applicant respectfully 
disagrees. 

Shiau discloses a random noise generator 5 which produces a random noise signal which 
is added to the error diffusion modified image signal by adder 3 (col. 3, lines 61-64). Applicant 



va-48647 



Application No.: 09/707,837 



6 



Docket No.: 325772019900 



submits that Shiau does not add the noise to the input image, as claimed. Thus, Shiau fails to teach 
or suggest that which the Examiner asserts. The features of claim 1 are not taught or suggested by 
Sullivan, Shiau, or a combination thereof. 



Claim 5 recites "superimposing noise on an input image." Thus, claim 5 is allowable for 



the same reason claim 1 is allowable. Claims 6 and 7 are likewise allowable for the reasons set 
forth above. The remaining claims are allowable at least due to their respective dependencies. 
Applicant requests that this rejection be withdrawn. 

Claims 4 and 9 were rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sullivan 
in combination with Shiau as applied to claim 1, in further combination with Kaburagi, U.S. Patent 
5,805,738. This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Claims 4 and 9 depend from claims which recite superimposing noise on the input 
image. Neither Sullivan, Shiau or Kaburagi teach or suggest this feature. Therefore, these claims 
are allowable for the reasons set forth above. Applicant requests that this rejection be withdrawn. 



other relief is required, applicant petitions for any required relief including extensions of time and 
authorizes the Commissioner to charge the cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in connection 
with the filing of this document to Deposit Account No. 03-1952 referencing docket no. 
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